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HUNTER REGISTRATIONS SOAR IN 45™ YEAR
OF NEWCASTLE PERMANENT MATHS COMPETITION

More than 13,000 students from over 200 schools across the Hunter will put their numeracy
and problem-solving skills to the test this week in the 45th Newcastle Permanent Primary
Schools Mathematics Competition.

From today, Year 5 and 6 students from across the state will be buzzing with excitement,
eager to showcase their skills throughout the week.

This year’'s competition follows a strong year for the Hunter, where local winners included
Safana Mehwish from Wallsend South Public School, Kian Liam from Newcastle Grammar
School, Harou Jin from Maryland Public School, and Rongda You and Kai Tran and Wenhao
Wei from New Lambton South Public School.

The competition is one of Australia’s largest and longest-running primary school
mathematics contests, giving participants a unique opportunity to shine.

Newcastle Permanent spokesperson Paul Juergens said the number of registrations and
participating schools was the highest he had ever seen.

“We’ve seen a surge in registrations this year and | think that really points to the importance
of developing numeracy and problem-solving skills, which is something that the competition
emphasises,” he said.

“Maths plays an important role in everyday life, from time management to cooking. These
skills are pivotal for kids to have, and this competition offers an exciting and challenging way
to showcase those abilities,” Mr Juergens said.

“The Newcastle Permanent Primary Mathematics Competition has become a long-standing
tradition for many schools and families across the Hunter, and we look forward to seeing the
impact that this initiative continues to have on our communities for years to come.”

The competition structure will see students tasked with 35 challenging questions and 45
minutes on the clock. The questions include practical math skills and problems that are
inspired by real-life scenarios, and in keeping with tradition, the competition remains
consistent in its rules — no calculators and no rulers.
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This year’s competition will be led by Dr. Peter Howley, a national and international leader
and award winning academic, educator and practitioner in Statistics, Systems thinking,
Process improvement, and integrated STEM.

Also the creator and coordinator of many leading national STEM education initiatives and
resources for schools, and a mathematics curriculum officer for the Australian Curriculum
Assessment and Reporting Authority, Dr. Howley is delighted to lead the iconic competition.

“With students establishing career interests in their primary school years, the importance of
positive engagement with mathematics cannot be overstated,” Dr Howley said.

‘I am an advocate for providing opportunities for children that enhance their educational
development. The competition plays a valuable role in expanding students’ experiences and
learning, as it uniquely supports and complements traditional educational activities and is all
about offering kids the opportunity to give maths a go in potentially new contexts, no matter
the outcome.”

“It's an honour and a privilege to take on the stewardship of this historic competition, and it is
fantastic to see so many schools and students eager to take part in this year's competition - |
look forward to watching it challenge and inspire the next generation of mathematicians.”

Since the competition began in 1981, it has seen over half a million participants and has
become a beloved tradition across NSW primary schools.

The 2025 competition will again be rolled out in its successful hybrid format, allowing some
schools to participate on paper while others compete online.

Prizes

Newcastle Permanent proudly presents a range of awards and prizes to the best-performing
students and schools across the state.

These include:

e A Newcastle Permanent Perpetual Shield awarded to the school whose student has
the highest score in the competition for Year 5

e A Newcastle Permanent Perpetual Shield awarded to the school whose student has
the highest score in the competition for Year 6

o Newcastle Permanent complimentary prize accounts for the Year 5 and Year 6
divisions for overall first, second and third places. Awards for the top performing
students in each region will also be presented
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Question examples

¢ When counting down by tens from 2015, the second number obtained is?
A: The second number obtained is 1995.

¢ How many degrees are in the obtuse angle between the hands on a clockface when
the clock is showing exactly 8:247?
A: There are 108 degrees in the obtuse angle on the clock.

<ENDS>

Media enquiries: Scarlett Hurst — 0435927935

ABOUT NEWCASTLE PERMANENT

Established in 1903, Newcastle Permanent is committed to serving our customers and their
communities by providing trusted banking through home loans, deposits, everyday accounts,
more than 40 branches, and a broad ATM network. Proudly customer-owned, Newcastle
Permanent provides millions of dollars each year in community grants, support and
sponsorship.
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